THE TRUE PATRIOT

Pythagoras held that virtue, peace, health, and all other
good things were but harmony. To those who fear that
Italian music may enervate the minds of a nation, Field-
ing replies that it is so much the better for that; if England
wishes to be safe from the attack of hostile neighbours,
there is no surer way than the employment of every means
for weakening the character and morals of the people, so
that she will not be worth conquering. Before the season
was far advanced, the Italian opera, however, vied with
the English theatres in patriotic appeals, extolling the
Duke of Cumberland and abusing the Pretender. There-
upon Fielding inserted in his periodical a letter purporting
to come from Rome to the effect that the Pope shed tears
on hearing the news, and excommunicated all the Roman
Catholics in the troupe of Italian singers; and that the Pre-
tender, crying out "Et tu, Lady," fell into a swoon, from
which he recovered only to see that his cause was now
forever lost.

As soon as Prince Charles was well out of England, an
Opposition began to show its head in and out of Parlia-
ment. The Government was criticised for ever letting the
Highlanders get so far south as Derby, for its conduct of
the war with France, for the stagnation in trade, and for
the heavy taxes. In reply Fielding declared that, but for
the energy of the Government in bringing over troops from
Flanders, the Pretender would have long since been in
possession of London, and that the foreign war which inter-
fered with shipping and made necessary unusual taxation,
was a legacy from the Walpole Administration. And when
the Duke of Cumberland shattered the Highland army at
Culloden, Fielding proclaimed loudly the complete triumph
of his friends and their cause. There had been, he said,
able Ministries before, but none ever equalled the one
headed by the Pelhams. For the first time were at the helm
statesmen good as well as great; for the first time in Eng-
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